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Let’s Talk about Worship Committee 
You probably see the members of the Worship Committee 

on a more regular basis each Sunday than you realize.  You see 

Worship Committee members passing the collection plate, serving 

Communion, helping with the service for new members, and 

assisting with Baptisms. This committee used to be known as the 

Diaconate. 

What else do members of this committee do?  

We meet the last Thursday of every month of the year. We 

plan Communion for the first Sunday of the following month, and 

we determine who will buy and cut bread, and who will bring the 

grape juice. We also ask for a commitment from a sufficient 

number of members to serve Communion on that Sunday. 

Preparing Communion consists of putting the bread cubes 

on the plates, along with a gluten free option, and filling the cups 

with juice.  Someone (often Betty Ranney) fills a small plastic 

bottle, which has a special straw attached, with grape juice and 

squeezes juice in to each of the tiny cups. We also assist with 

Communion by intinction when we offer a plate with a partial loaf 

of bread and a large cup of grape juice. Individuals tear off a piece 

of bread and dip it in to the grape juice to receive the elements 

together. We help plan special worship services such as those for 

Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, and Christmas Eve.  We 

determine a date and set up for the yearly Patio service.  

We meet with new members, and we arrange for a member 

Shepherd for each of them. We also meet with the youth in each 

Confirmation class.  

The Sanctuary Committee, the Welcome Aboard 

Committee, and the Pastoral Relations Committee are all sub-

committees of the Worship Committee. They work independently 

with the support of the Worship Committee. 

continued on page 2 



 

 

 

Upcoming Event Highlights:   

Aug. 5 – Communion & 

Food Bank Sunday 

– Rev. Don Beal, guest 

preacher 

Aug. 7 – Lydia’s Prayer 

Circle  

Aug. 9 – Mandala Art Show 

begins in Fireside 

Aug. 12 – Annual Patio 

Service  

– R & O Meets 

– Rev. Barbara Miner, guest 

preacher 

– Out of the Darkness 

Farmers’ Market 

– M & O Meets 

Aug. 13 – Rev. Amy Carter 

arrives! 

Aug. 14 – Lydia’s Prayer 

Circle 

Aug. 16 – Council Meets 

Aug. 18 – Sandwich Service 

Project 

Aug. 19 – Welcome Rev. 

Amy Carter for Worship! 

Aug. 23 – Worship Meets 

– First Day of School! 

Aug. 24 – Log Deadline!!! 

Aug. 26 – Open Forum:  

Fredrika Gilje on Suicide 

Prevention 

Aug. 28 – Lydia’s Prayer 

Circle 

continued from page 1 
Working with our Pastor, the Worship Committee’s goal is 

to minister to the spiritual life and welfare of our Church. It is a 

sacred and special opportunity to be involved with the Sacraments 

of Communion and Baptism and welcoming new members. 

We gladly accept questions and suggestions. If you are 

interested in serving on this committee, please let one of our 

committee members know. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OPEN FORUM: 

Fredrika Gilje will 
join us at 11:30 am 

after worship on 

Sunday, August 26 
to talk about Suicide 

Prevention. 



 

MANY, MANY thanks to all of you who helped make the 

Family Promise stay at Mayflower Church so welcoming and 
comfortable.  Here are some other ways you can support Family 

Promise AND have fun!  - Gratefully, Your Mayflower 

Coordinators: Sally Phillips, Bob Murphy and Mary Helgeson 
 

Golf Time again! FPYV has moved its golf tournament 

from July to September 28th. I have attached a flyer for your use. 
This year FP has set their sights high hoping to raise $15,000 for the 

FPYV programing. In order to do this they need your help. 
Looking for teams, hole sponsors, and hole prize baskets. If you are 
interested email marketing@familypromiseyv.org for more info or 

just call the office. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL RALLY DAY!!! The first day 
 of Sunday School is nearly here.  Join us on 

 Sunday, September 9!  Classes begin Sept. 12! 
 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR ANNUAL PATIO WORSHIP SERVICE – 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 12!  
Patio worship has had a long tradition at Mayflower.  We enjoy the 

outdoors, sharing and singing favorite hymns. 

 

Connie Genger will be leading a HABITAT FOR HUMANITY GLOBAL VILLAGE 

TEAM to build in Vietnam March 1-16.  The teams to this country fill 

very quickly.  If you or someone you know has an interest in going, she 

encourages them to act promptly.  The web flyer on this link gives you 

more information and instruction.  She would love to have some people connected to our church on the 

team!  https://www.habitat.org/volunteer/travel-and-build/global-village/trips/gv19367 

 

Your Mayflower Relay for Life team expresses their sincere gratitude for all your support & donations 

throughout the year.  Because of your continued generosity, over $4000 was raised for the American Cancer 

Society.  Mayflower was recognized at the closing ceremony with a certificate for raising the most 

contributions by a religious group.  The award is on the hallway bulletin board along with a photo of the 

event. Our team made the front page of the Gazette! (though I think it was random) It was a fun "fundraising" 

year and we invite you to join us for 2019! 

 

“There is an uncommon civility that is practiced among people at Mayflower UCC.  I 
perceive it to be a gift of the spirit blessing this church. This spirit is so evident in worship, 

and so I always feel nourished to the soul when I am with you on a Sunday morning.  This 

spirit has especially been evident in the work of Mayflower UCC over the past year. Moving 
through the pastoral transition of Rev. Steve Gordon's retirement to calling Rev. Amy Carter 

as your designated pastor makes for difficult work. You have made it look easy, though.  Or, 

better said, the spirit you live brings a civility to your church work that is all too rare in this 
world. You are indeed blessed, and the Montana - N.Wyoming Conference UCC keeps you 

in its prayers of thankfulness.”         – Rev. Marc Stewart, Conference Minister 

FOOD BANK SUNDAY –  

August 5 

Please remember to bring 

donations of non-perishable 

items - spread a little love. 
 

Working at the Food Bank 

with my kids is an eye-opener. 

The face of hunger isn’t the 

bum on the street drinking 

Sterno; it’s the working poor. 

They don’t look any different, 

they don’t behave any 

differently; they’re not really 

any less educated.  

They are incredibly less 

privileged, and that’s it. 

- Mario Batali, chef 
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Dear Mayflower, 

As a faithful UCC congregation, it is important to understand the boundaries that Rev. Steve 

Gordon must observe after his retirement from Mayflower Congregational Church. It is only fair to Pastor 

Steve that we understand these boundaries and make no request of him which could place him in a 

position of having to refuse pastoral services. Please read the following Excerpts from the UCC Ethical 

Guidelines for Ministers Departing from Congregations: 
 

“The departure of a minister from a congregation can be an emotional experience for both the 

minister and the parishioners. It is the responsibility of the departing minister to set appropriate 

boundaries with their former parishioners, in order to facilitate the church’s ability to build a positive 

relationship with its new minister. This process also enables the minister to move into retirement with 

a sense of release and clearness. This is in keeping with the Ministerial Code of Ethics. 

It is the expectation that upon departure, the pastor will not serve congregation nor serve members 

of the congregation in a pastoral capacity. The [departing] minister will no longer be available to the 

congregation or affiliated persons for weddings, baptisms, funerals, church activities, pastoral care, 

etc. This enables the past minister to fulfill the ministerial code of ethics, in support of the 

congregation’s relationship-building with a new minister.” 
 

Rev. Amy Carter will soon be our pastor at Mayflower church. She has years of experience as a pastor, 

and we look forward to her compassionate, caring leadership for our church. Thank you in advance for 

respecting the necessary boundaries after the retirement of Rev. Steve Gordon. 

The Mayflower Church Council 

 

 

 

                                                                                           
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

F. Y. I. – Yes, again. 
       

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mayflower Congregational 

United Church of Christ 

2940 Poly Drive, Billings, MT  59102 

 

 

 

Designated Interim Minister 

Rev. Amy Carter 

Director of Children & Youth 

Kimmie Harris 

Moderator 

Nancy Rice 

Organist 

Ginny Herrick 

Choir Director 

Julie Bishop  

Administrative Assistant 

Anna Nentwig 
 

Worship every Sunday at 10:00 am 
 

Please join us Sunday, Aug. 19 for Rev. Amy Carter’s first sermon at Mayflower! 
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